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THE PASSIVE

1. Look at the following pairs of sentences. Is there any difference in meaning between the pairs of sentences? Which sentence in each pair sounds more natural and why?

They will make a statement in Parliament tomorrow.


A statement will be made in Parliament tomorrow 


Someone murdered a man outside his house in Newgate last night


A man was murdered outside his house in Newgate last night crime +impt than criminal

An expert in the field of information technology will give a talk subject too long


A talk will be given by an expert in the field of information technology +emphasis at end


We poured the liquid into a test tube and heated it.


The liquid was poured into a test tube and heated. experiment + impt than person

2. Can you rephrase these sentences in two different ways? Begin as suggested below.

1. They say the Prime Minister is on the point of resigning

It……………………………………………………………………………………..

The Prime Minister………………………………………………………………..

2. They said the Queen was considering abdication

It………………………………………………………………………………………

The Queen…………………………………………………………………………..

3. Where might you see or hear sentences like those you have written? Newspapers, reported speech
4. Sometimes other changes need to be made. When writing sentences in the passive, verbs may become nouns and adverbs change to adjectives. Rewrite the following sentence in two different ways. 

1. They have not finally decided on whether to adopt the new project.

a.  No ……final decision has yet been made on whether to adopt
b.  It………has not yet been finally decided whether
5. Often there is more than one verb to be changed into the passive. Rewrite these sentences.

1. The management are issuing redundancy notices and they will probably sack over half of the work force.

Redundancy notices …are being issued… and over half the work force ……will probably be sacked…

2. They should have forced people to stop smoking, then they would have saved more lives.

If people …had been forced to stop smoking more lives would have been saved…

6. Does the word order change the meaning of the following sentences? If so, how?

1. Plans were drawn up to take on extra staff in the 1980s. fut action will be carried out in 80s
2. Plans were drawn up in the 1980s to take on extra staff plan designed in 80s
3. In the 1980s plans were drawn up to take on extra staff. Same as 2
7. Rewrite the sentence below. Would there be a change in meaning?

The leader of the opposition party gave the students a talk on “The Politics of Power” in the 19th century.

a. A talk………………………………………………………………………………………………

b. The students………………………………………………………………………………………

c. In the 19th century………………………………………………………………………………..

8. Can you remember which tenses sound awkward if used in the passive? Future perfect prog, present perfect, past perfect

Transform the following sentences.

1. They believe that the senator is well over seventy

It………………………………………………………………………………………..

The senator……………………………………………………………………………

2. They thought the old lady had been living in an abandoned shack

It ………was thought  shack:choza………………………………………………………………..

The old lady …was thought to have been living…………………………………………………………

3. The government has already closed down several coal mines and will close down more in the near future.

 Several coal mines……have been closed down   will be closed………………………………………

4. The aid agency issued a statement saying that they would send emergency food supplies to the famine-stricken area

 A statement …was issued by the aid agency saying……that emergency food supplies …would be sent

5. They will not officially declare independence until next year.

No…………official declaration of   will be made until…….

6. Yesterday someone handed in a petition, which 300 people had signed protesting about the proposed new motorway.

A petition,    …………which had been signed by        was handed in 

7. Various charities gave large sums of money to the refugee fund.

Large sums of money…………were given………………………………………

The refugee fund……was given…………………………………………………

9. Because passive is more impersonal, it is normally used in more formal contexts. Convert these spoken statements into a more formal written form, using the passive.

1. While the meeting was going on, some rotten person stole my overcoat from the cloakroom!

During ____the meeting my overcoat was stolen…___

2. Some idiot obviously didn’t set the burglar alarm properly

It appears that ____the burglar alarm wasn’t set properly______________________________

3. To my knowledge, nobody said anything critical about you

Nothing ___at all critical was said about you (to my knowledge)____ 

I know it’s a great shame, but we’ve cancelled the summer party.

Unfortunately ___the party has had to be cancelled/has been_______________________________

4. There just haven’t been enough people showing an interest in the event.

Not enough interest______has been shown in the event
5. I think it’ll be quite some time before they can repair all the storm damage.

The storm damage _____________will not be repaired for quite some time
GET + PAST PARTICIPLE

Get is sometimes used as an alternative to BE + PAST PARTICIPLE to form the passive. It is less formal and tends to suggest accidental or chance events, rather than planned or intentional ones, for example:

We got stuck in a traffic jam in the town centre. 

Maybe your letter got lost in the post.

The college got opened   was opened by the Queen.

10. Complete the following sentences, using verbs from the list below in get + past participle constructions.


Beat up     chase     sweep     fine     pay     catch      steal

1. Just my luck! _got caught_______ up in the rain and arrived for the interview dripping wet!

2. If you leave that briefcase on the seat, you’re asking for it _____to get stolen___

3. We _got fined_______ $100 on the spot for speeding.

4. I wonder how much he’s __getting paid______ for appearing in that TV advertisement

5. The cat’s been a nervous wreck since it __got chased______ by next door’s dog

6. He thought if he tried to stop the fight he might ___get beaten up_____ himself

7. It was blowing such a gale that my hat _got swept_______ into the sea.

MAKE/LET, CAUSE/ALLOW

What verb pattern do the above verbs follow?

Put the following sentences into passive

1. The customs officer made us open our suitcases.

2. The teacher let the class leave early

What can you say about MAKE AND LET in the passive?

Rewrite these sentences using the verb in brackets in the active or passive as necessary.

1. Many rivers have flooded as a result of heavy rain.

Heavy rain ____has caused many rivers to cause)

2. I was forced to o it by the commanding officer

My commanding officer _____made me do it_____________________________________________(make)

3. Do they let candidates use a dictionary in the exam?

Are____candidates allowed to______________________________________________(allow)

Read these notes made by a business journalist. Then use the information to write an article about the situation at ABC Electronics using appropriate verbs from the list in passive constructions.


It is believed that the company is about to go bankrupt. The Director of F. is felt to be responsible. The Director of Finance is rumoured to have bought a private jet… The directors are thought to have just received a 50% pay rise. It is reported that a big overseas contract has fallen through. It is said that the client judged the price of spare parts to be too expensive. It is claimed that another important client has cancelled his contract in the last few days. It is rumoured that a strike is imminent at the main factory. Tax inspectors are believed to be investigating the company’s accounts.

Trouble at ABC Electronics


I spoke to some of the staff today “off the record” and made a note of their feelings. Most of them are convinced the company is about to go bankrupt. They feel the Director of Finance is responsible. Apparently, despite the company’s poor financial position, she has just bought a private jet for the directors to use on foreign trips. And, amazingly, the directors have just received a 50% pay rise. One of the workers told me that a big overseas contract has fallen through. It seems that the clients decided the price of spare parts was too expensive. I heard that another important client has cancelled his contract in the last few days.


The latest gossip here is that a strike is imminent at the main factory and tax inspectors are investigating the company’s accounts.





judge


say


believe


feel


think


claim


report


rumour








